Building One New Jersey, 2010
An Agenda for Inclusion, Sustainability and Economic Growth

DRAFT

NJRC and the Building ONE NJ coalition will develop and advance a powerful and compelling agenda for transformational change here in New Jersey, aimed at rebuilding our economy, promoting social justice and preserving the environment.   This agenda includes:
· revitalize New Jersey’s cities

· stabilize already diverse older suburbs and small towns

· diversify newer, high opportunity suburbs.

We can do this through both state and federal policies and the way state and federal dollars are spent. 

Many of our state and federal investments have been driving disparities, segregation and sprawl. State and federal investments can reverse these trends by investing in cities and older suburbs based on a strong state plan and based on new criteria called the municipal opportunity index.  

This regional analysis helps state and federal policy makers determine major investments in job creating infrastructure and affordable housing based on economic and demographic trends and conditions.

In other words, it would direct more job-creating investments in places where there is already too much poverty and not enough jobs while directing low income housing investments in towns where there are jobs and good schools but very few low-income families. This is the opposite of what we have been doing for decades. 


On a federal level, Congress and the Obama Administration can work to see that new infrastructure investments in rail, roads, water as well as newer communication and transportation technology are made based on this kind of social equity criteria that prioritizes inclusion and supports the older communities and not more sprawl.

On housing, the Obama administration is advancing new programs and legislation that can promote inclusion and sustainability. But these programs will only be successful if they truly regional and address social equity and the environment. That means they must involve all the communities within a region, and they must take on regional disparities, segregation and concentrated poverty by promoting fair housing and regional opportunity by connecting housing to jobs.

The sustainable communities initiative, a joint effort of US EPA, US DOT and US HUD, can powerfully reinforce these goals by seeing that investments are coordinated to promote these same regional outcomes but only if it is truly regional and inclusive. 

On the state level, we must have a strong state plan that drives inclusion, discourages sprawl and promotes regional planning. 

We must have property tax reform that reduces the huge disparities created by our overreliance on local revenue for schools and services. Tax reform is not tax relief. Tax reform means we fund schools and provide state aid based on density, diversity and a strong regional plan to lift up the struggling suburbs and support towns and schools that are inclusive.

Ultimately, we should do this through tax base sharing, where a portion of new growth is shared so that we reduce disparities and competition and stabilize and lower taxes. 

And we need a fair housing system in this state that is really fair to all people, families and municipalities.  NJRC has proposed a way to have affordable housing based on job growth and an opportunity index. We work with our legislators and mayors to ensure that the upcoming effort to reform fair housing is based on these kinds of principles and more importantly, that we are at the table this time around.
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Building One New Jersey

Agenda for Inclusion, Sustainability and Economic Growth

Our Goals

•
  Strengthen the state and each region’s economy

•
  Reduce segregation and deconcentrate poverty

•
  Promote inclusion and opportunity

•
  Curtail sprawl promote a sustainable environment.  

Our platform:  

•
  Revitalize our cities

•
  Stabilize our older suburbs and small towns; 

•
  Diversify our newer suburbs

•
  Protect open lands

Our Strategy: 

Work to change state and federal policies in three critical areas: 

•
Jobs and Housing Policy

•
Environmental and transportation Policy

•
Property Tax and regulatory reform to support redevelopment and regional planning 

STATE:  Adopt a stronger State Planning Act

•
 Strengthen and adopt a reform of the State Planning Act that will require the integration of the plans, regulations and investment decisions of all agencies of government – state, regional and local – for jobs, housing, transportation, natural resources and racial and economic integration. 

Jobs and Housing Policy

State: Adopt Building One New Jersey Fair Housing Reform  

Building ONE NJ Housing policy should be connected to economic plans for job growth, promote the de-concentration of poverty, regional mobility and better education outcomes.

Federal:  Reform HUD programs to emphasize opportunity-based housing

•
  Choice Neighborhoods

•
  Transforming Rental Assistance

•
  Section 8 Reform

•
  Fair Housing enforcement

Federal housing reforms should reinforce and build on current state policies??? And encourage strengthening those policies.

Environmental and Transportation Policy

State:  Ensure that agency and MPO programs, regulations and investments support inclusion and economic growth as well as environmental sustainability.

Federal: 

•
Sustainable Communities Initiative

•
Transportation Reauthorization 

Property Tax reform 

State:

•
Strengthen and expand 2008 School Funding Reform

•
Create formula for Municipal Aid based on economic demographics and tax capacity

•
Institute Regional Tax-Base Sharing

Federal infrastructure investment, if driven by similar smart growth and sustainability criteria, will also go a long way to strengthen the older fiscally strained towns and stabilize their property taxes.
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